Bahreyn and Katar                [CHAP, xn

Day came at last, and showed us anchored at some two
hundred yards from land; between it and us lay a mass of
shipping, large and small \ a theatre of white houses amid trees
and gardens lined the coast far away on either side of the
harbour.

On the morning of February i ith we came ashore. Since the
epoch when Sultan Sa'eed made this place his own, and rendered
it a free port, exempt from all custom-house exactions, a slight
harbour-duty alone excepted, Linja has rapidly risen in impor-
tance, and has of late years attained five times the size of its
former self under Persian misgovernment and extortion, Another
source of its actual prosperity is the wise toleration which, in
accordance with the principles of 'Omanee administration, has
replaced Shiya'ee narrow-mindedness, and attracted numerous
residents. In consequence, new houses, indicating by their
lighter construction recent well-being, run far east and west
along the bay, or reach back towards the mainland, till it requires
an hour or more to walk at an even pace from one end of their
range to the other. Opposite the clock rises a jutting rock,
almost the only one hereabouts; it is crowned by an old castle
and tower of mediaeval look, now ungarrisoned, for Thoweynee
sensibly trusts rather to wooden than to stone walls for the de-
fence of his sea-ports. The palace of the 'Omanee governor, a
lad of twenty or thereabouts, by name Seyf, and native of the
Batinah, stands farther east; it forms a large square, four storeys
high, with ogive windows and much Persian ornament; its
general effect reminded me of some old town-halls on the Con-
tinent, particularly in Belgium and Flanders. Farther on are
several shipwright yards, where many vessels are in active pro-
gress of construction; some of them were of large size, and, so
far as I could reduce the computations of this country to En-
glish measure, of about a hundred and fifty to two hundred tons
burden. The shipwrights themselves are often Indians from
the Bombay side.

Yoosef went to look out for a lodging for both of us, and I
remained awhile seated at the foot of the old ruined tower
already mentioned, to contemplate the first scene of unmixed
prosperity that I had beheld since my first entrance on Central
Arabia and to long for the return of my companion, with tidings